
Short Description:

A humorous tale about sixty year old Cynthia and her thirty eight year old black lover.

Key Selling Points:

Marketing & Publicity:

Mainstream media and women’s press coverage for reviews and discussion. The subject matter revolves 
around a ‘Dear Beneficiary’ Nigerian scam which attracts considerable attention in the UK.

Comparative Titles: 

The Best Exotic Marigold Hotel – Deborah Moggach / Shirley Valentine – Willy Russell /  
Thelma and Louise – Callie Khouri

Readership: 

Aimed at an older female audience interested in topical subjects and humour. Also relevant to a younger 
and mixed audience because of the truth in the elements about being tricked over the internet, the 
absurdity of the situations and the visual aspects of the writing.

Long Description:

Cynthia is a sixty year old widow who believes she is modern and broad minded, and therefore equipped 
to deal with the modern world.
Despite leading a sheltered and somewhat corporate life with her husband for nearly forty years, the 
feisty character is happy to take on many things – including the sexual demands of a 38 year old Nigerian 
lover , the vagaries of the internet  and all it has to offer, including organised crime and injustice.
Against a backdrop of bridge club membership, golf and sitting as a local magistrate, her life unfolds thanks to 
a series of decisions – ones she makes in the absence of guidance from her late husband, family or friends.
What starts off as a vague interest in email and the web, escalates into a series of problems.  When she 
receives a “Dear Beneficiary” email offering her millions of dollars, she believes her former lover wants 
her to go to Lagos to share his good fortune and reunite their passion.   Painfully naïve of the issues of 
deception surrounding today’s technology, she is duped into travelling to Nigeria where she meets with a 
string of events – ending with her being captured by “419-ers” who hold her  - and a particularly common 
woman (Tracey) she meets on the plane -  to ransom.
Not one to be easily brought to her knees, she fights the many experiences she comes to face with a 
stoicism only the British middle classes could understand.  She refuses to be bullied when captured and 
stands up for her rights while held captive by men who find her strangely alluring.
She finally befuddles her captors and manages to escape, thanks to the support of people she meets 
along the way and also her new-found ‘friend’,   who she gets to know during their joint incarceration.
Not the likeliest of couples, Tracey is a 51 year old bleached blonde from ‘Souf London’ who believes her 
future lies with the Nigerian she met on the internet. Despite the fact she hasn’t heard from him since she 
lent him five thousand pounds, she still believes he is ‘The One’ and is determined to find him – much to 
Cynthia’s irritation. After all, she wouldn’t be so silly to fall for such flattery!
Between them they endure the indignities of being locked up together in a shack somewhere outside 
Lagos, with a group of mad and money-hungry kidnappers who display peculiar traits including a 
penchant for needlepoint and a love of Max Bygraves. 
One of them takes a particular shine to the benefits of an older woman and Cynthia uses her womanly 
wiles to find a way out for her and Tracey.
The two women find out a lot about each other and themselves as Cynthia considers the easy life she 
spent with her husband and Tracey talks about her plan to marry the Nigerian man she met on the 
internet – if only she could find him.
They use their combined wit to fight their way out of captivity only to be brought back twice before finally 
making their getaway, meeting en route such characters as Luter the one-armed taxi-driver and Pussy the 
foul-mouthed parrot, rescued from a Nigerian brothel by a British businessman.
Cynthia gets to be reunited with her lover, and the story ends on a happy note – something of a “Mrs 
Robinson” story. He is instrumental in bringing her kidnappers to justice, and also gets to know more 
about the country and its people – learning they are not all dangerous criminals to be avoided.

Author Biography:

Janet Kelly is a journalist and owner of Free Features, an award winning marketing agency based in Surrey. 
Dear Beneficiary is her first novel which has been optioned for a film, scheduled for release in 2017.
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- Topical and relevant
- Appeals to a target audience of older women
- Already well received

- Film rights already purchased by production company
-  First of two books about Cynthia and her  

sidekick, Tracey
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